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His���y – The May���
Es�e�t��� Qu�s��o�: Wer� t�e May��� a ci����ze� so����y? Th�e�� – Fi�l� to For�

Wha� I s�o��d al����y k�o�: I ha�� s�u���d ot��� an����t ci����za����s t�a� ha� ma�� go��, su�� as t�e An�i��t Gre��� an� An�i��t Eg��ti���. I un���s���d t�e diff����ce
be����n p�i��r� an� se���d��� so����s.

En�u��y Qu�s��o�s:
● Who we�� t�e May� pe���� an� w�e��

di� t�e� li��?
● How do we k�o� ab��� t�e May���

an� ho� re����le ar� t�e so����s?
● Who we�� Yum�� Kax��, Cha� an�

K’in��� Aha� an� w�� we�� t�e� so
im���t��� to t�e May���?

● Wha� di� t�e May��� e�t an� w��
we�� ce����n fo��� pa���c��a�l�
si���fic���?

● How di� t�e May��� fa��?

Key Voc����ar�
Blo�� le���n� – The May�� ri���� of cu���n� or pi����n� so����d�’s bo�� as a wa� of co���n��a��n� wi��
t�e go�� or as���g t�e� fo� he��.
Cac�� be��� – Cac�� t�e�� s�o�� po�� di���t�� f�o� t�e�� t�u�k�. Whe� t�e� ar� ri��, t�e po�� ca� be
b�o��n op�� to re���� t�e be���, w�i�h ca� t�e� be d�i��, ro����d or g�o��d.
Cam��� lu���� – A de���� us�� as a d�a��n� a�d b� ar���t�. It al���s an ar���t to t�a�� an im��� to ma��
a d�a��n�, pa����n� or p�i�t f�o� it.
Civ����at��� – A hu��� so����y wi�� we��-de����pe� ru��� an� go���n���t, o��n w�e�� te��n����y an� t�e
ar�� ar� co���d��e� im���t���.
Cro� ro����on – The p�a�t��� of p�a�t��� diff����t c�o�s e�c� ye�� on t�e sa�� p�o� of la�� to im���v�
so�� he���h, op����ze nu����n�� in t�e so��, an� p�e��n� pe��s an� we���.
Dro���t – A lo�� pe���� of ti�� wi�� li��l� or no ra��.
Evi���c� – Som����n� t�a� gi��� p�o�� or a re���� to be����e.
Ido� – A s�a��� or im��� of a go� t�a� is us�� as an ob���t of wo��h��.
Ir�i��t�o� c�a�n��� – Pas����s du� to b�i�g wa��� to p�a�t�.
Lit���r���y – The ar� or p�o��s� of p�i�t��� us��� a s�o��h s�o�� or me��� p�a�� t�e���d so t�a� on��
t�e ar��� me��� to p�i�t wi�� ab���b an� t�a�s��� in�.
Ma�z� – Ano���r wo�� fo� s�e��c��� or co�� on t�e co�. It ca� be ma�� in�� a do��� an� ba��� in��
to���l���.
Mes���e��c� – An ar�� of Cen���l Ame���� in���p��a��n� t�e mo���n-da� co���r�e� of Gu�t��a��,
so����r� Mex���, no��h��� Bel��� an� we���r� Hon����s.
Pri���y so���� – A so���� of ev����ce t�a� co��� f�o� t�e ti�� be��� s�u���d or f�o� a pe���n w�o wa�
in���v�� in t�e ev���s be��� s�u���d.
Rit��� – A se� fo�� fo� go��� t��o�g� t�e s�e�s of a re����o�s ce����n�.
Sac��fi�� – The gi� of so���h��� to a go� as an ac� of wo��h��.
Sec����r� so���� – Do�s no� gi�� or����al in���m��i��. It in���p���s or su���r��e� in���m��i�� f�o�
p�i��r� so����s. Tex����k�, bi����p�i��, en��c����di�� an� di����na���� ar� us����y se���d��� so����s.
Sla�� an� bu�� te��n���e – May�� fa���n� te��n���e. Jun��� ar��� we�� c�o�p�� do�� an� bu��t. The
as� is go�� fo� t�e so�� so it wa� pe���c� fo� g�o��n� c�o�s. Wit��� a fe� ye���, t�e nu����n�� wo��� be
us�� up an� t�e fa���r� wo��� ha�� to mo�� el���h��e to le� t�e fo���t re���w.

His����ca� Ski��s
Pup��� wi��:
● Dev���� a c��on����ic���y se����

k�o�l���� an� un���s���di�� of
wo��d hi���r�, es���l���in� c�e��
na���t��e� wi���n an� ac���s t�e
pe���� s�u���d.

● Not� co���c��o�s, co��r���s an�
t�e�d� ov�� ti�� an� de����p t�e
ap���p��a�� us� of hi���r��a� te��s.

● Ad��es�, an� so����me� de����,
hi���r��a�l� va��� qu����on� ab���
c�a�g�, ca���, si����ri�� an�
diff����ce, an� si���fic���e.

● Con��r��� in���m�� re���n��� t�a�
in���v� t�o��h���l se���t�o� an�
or����sa���� of re����n� hi���r��a�
in���m��i��.

● Un�e�s���d ho� o�r k�o�l���� of
t�e pa�� is co��t���t�� f�o� a
ra��� of so����s an� t�a� diff����t
ve����n� of pa�� ev���s ma� ex���,
gi���g so�� re����s fo� t�i�.



Tim����e
c. 2000 B� – The May� ci����za���� co��� in�� be��� in Cen���l
Ame����.
c. 300 B� – Cit���, su�� as El Mir����, be���� la��� an�
po���f��.
AD 900 – Cit��� in t�e ra����re�� ar� ab����ne� du� to a
d�o��h�. Pe�p�� mo�� no��h to t�e hi��l���s of Gu�t��a�� an�
t�e Yuc��án.
AD 1000 – Cit��� li�� Chi��én It�á (w�i�h ha� t�o te��l�
p��am���) ar� s�i�l t��iv���.
AD 1500s – The Spa���h ar���� in So�t� Ame���� an� se� o�t
to de��r�� t�e re����in� el����t� of May�� ci����za���� as pa��
of t�e�� co����s�.
AD 1839 – Ame����n ex���r�� an� w�i��r, Joh� Llo�� Ste���n�,
an� Bri���h ar���t, Fre����c� Cat���w�o�, ex���r� Copán an�
ot��� ci���� in���d��� Chi��én It�á, re����ti�� in����s� in t�e
May� ci����za����.
AD 2014 – The ci���� of Lag����a an� Tam��én ar�
re���c��e��d.

Wha� wa� ha���n��� el���h��e in t�e wo��d?

The May� Civ����at��� be��� du���g t�e ti�� of t�e An�i��t
Eg��ti���.
In Bri����, t�i� wa� t�e Bro��� Age.
By t�e ti�� t�e la�� of t�e May� Civ����at��� wa� de��r����, in
t�e 1500s, t�e Tud��� we�� ru���g Bri����.

Wha� ca�� a��r
● A�er t�e May��� ca�� t�e Ol�e�s, w�o al�� se��l��

Mex���. The� di��’t bu��� an� ma��� ci���� bu� t�e� we��
wi���p��a� an� p�o�p���u�.

● The� we�� fo���w�� b� t�e In�a, in mo���n-da� Per�, an�
fina��y t�e Az�e�s, al�� in mo���n-da� Mex���.

A ma� of t�e May�� ci����za���� Ma�z� May��� fa���n� us��� ir����ti�� c�a�n���

Lin�� to ot��� cu���c��u� ar���:


