Owle - Year 9/5
Simmer 7 (B)

Ecsential Quection: Were the Mayans a civilized cociety? Thread — Field to Fork

Hictory — The Mayans

What I chould already know: T have ctudied other ancient civilizations that had many gods, cuch ac the Ancient Greeks and Ancient Egyptians. I underctand the difference

between primary and cecondary courcec.

Enquiry Quections:

Who were the Maya pesple and where
did they live?

How do we know about the Mayans
and how reliable are the courcee?
Who were Yumil Kaxob, Chac and
Kinich Ahau and why were they co
important to the Mayans?

What did the Mayans eat and why
were cerfain foods particularly
cignificant?

How did the Mayans farm?

Blood letting — The Mayan ritual of cutting or piercing somebody’c body ac a way of communicating with
the gods or acking them for help.

Cacao beans — Cacao trees cpout pods directly from their trunks. When they are ripe, the pods can be
broken open to reveal the beans, which can then be dried, roasted or ground.

Camera. lucida — A device used as a drawing aid by artists. It allowe an artist to trace an image to make
a drawing, painting or print from it.

Civilization — A human cociety with well-developed rules and government, often where technology and the
arts are considered important.

Crop rotafion — The practice of planting different crope each year on the came plot of land to improve
coil health, optimize nutrients in the coil, and prevent peste and weeds.

Drought — A long period of time with little or no rain.

Evidence — Something that gives proof or a reason to beligve.

Tdol - A ctatue or image of a god that ic uced ac an object of worship.

Irrigation channels — Paccages dug to bring water to plants.

Lithography — The art or process of printing using a emooth ctone or metal plate treated co that only
the areas meant to print will absorb and transfer ink.

Maize — Another word for cweefcorn or corn on the cob. It can be made into a dough and baked into
tortillas.

Mecoamerica — An area of Central America incorporating the modern-day countries of buatemala,
couthern Mexico, northern Belize and western [Honduras.

Primary cource — A cource of evidence that comes from the time being studied or from a person who was
involved in the evente being studied.

Ritual - A cet form for going through the stepe of a religious ceremony.

Sacrifice — The gift of comething to a god as an act of worship.

Secondary cource — Doec not give original information. It interpretc or cummarises information from
primary cource. Textbooks, bivgraphies, encyclopedias and dictionaries are ucually cecondary sources.
Slash and burn technigue — Mayan farming technigue. Jungle areas were chopped down and burnt. The
ach is good for the coil so it was perfect for growing crope. Within a few years, the nutrients would be

usced up and the farmers would have to move elsewhere to let the forest regrow.

Hictorical Skille
/7 u,bf/g w///:

Develop a chronologically cecure
knowledge and understanding of
world history, ectabliching clear
narratives within and acrose the
period ctudied.

Note connections, contraste and
trends over time and develop the
appropriate use of historical terme.
Addrecs, and cometimes device,
historically valid questions about
change, cause, cimilarity and
difference, and cignificance.
Construct informed responses that
involve thoughtful selection and
organication of relevant historical
information.

Underctand how our knowledge of
the past ic constructed from a
range of ources and that different
versions of past events may exict,

giving come reasong for this.




Limeline

¢. 2000 BC - The Maya civilization comes into being in Central
America.

c. 300 BC - Cities, cuch ac El Mirador, become large and
powerful.

AD 900 - (ities in the rainforest are abandoned due to a
drought. Pecple move north to the highlands of Guatemala and
the Yucatdn.

AD 1000 - Cities like Chichén Ttzd (which has two temple
pyramids) are otifl thriving.

AD 1500¢ - The Spanich arrive in South America and cet out
to dectroy the remaining elements of Mayan civilization ac part
of their conquest.

AD 1837 - American explorer and writer, John (loyd Stephens,
and Britich artist, Frederick Catherwood, explore Copdn and
other cities including Chichén Itzd, reiguiting interest in the
Maya civilization.

AD 2014 - The cities of (agunita and Tamchén are

rediccovered.

What was happening elcewhere in the world?

3500 BC AD 1500
Ancient Egypt

Maya Civilisation

Roman
e Saxon
Britain pivain

Age

The Maya Civilization began during the time of the Ancient
Egyptians.

In Britain, thic was the Bronze Age.

By the time the last of the Maya Civilization was destroyed, in
the 1500¢, the Tudors were ruling Britain.

What came after

®  After the Mayans came the Olmecs, who also settled
Mexico. They didnt build any major cities but they were
widespread and prosperous.

° They were Followed by the Inca, in modern-day Peru, and
finally the Aztecs, also in modern-day Mexico.

A map of the Mayan civilization

Mayans farming ucing irrigation channele

Links to other curricvlum areas:




